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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

June 18, 2014 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Joel Gerlach, Mark Helpenstell and Bob Hezel 

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon, Carrie Monforte and Peggy Nelson 

 

Don called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

Mark apologized to the commissioners and staff for missing Board meetings due to work and 

medical issues. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on May 21, 2014, were unanimously approved in a motion 

made by Bob and seconded by Mark.      

 

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $324,169.00. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.61. 

 The Reserve Fund was $212,277.51. 

 The Bond Fund was $163,209.20. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Mark and seconded by Bob, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #6215 through #6269 in the amount of $49,514.43 

and electronic tax payments in the amount of $2,676.59. 

    

V.      Staff Report (to be attached for permanent records) 

Doug reviewed the staff report with the commissioners. 

 

Doug displayed a diagram of Trustland Trails and informed the commissioners that he was 

approached by a property owner who would like to sell the District eight acres which 

borders Trustland Trails.  Joel said he was not interested in purchasing the property unless 

the price was right.  Mark said he did not want to stop the conversation yet with the property 

owner but he has limited interest in the property.  Doug said he was not sure if the District 

needed the property but he would continue the conversation with the property owner and 

view the property.  Doug said he could also speak with Pat Powell at Whidbey Camano 

Land Trust and determine if they might be interested in the property. 

 

 VI.   Unfinished Business 
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A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 

Doug said Rotary of South Whidbey had ordered the basketball court and the court should 

delivered in a couple of weeks.  Doug said the asphalt at the basketball court site has been 

leveled and the court will feature South Whidbey High School Falcon colors.   

 

Doug said he has received approval from the Department of Fish and Wildlife to determine, 

along with Rotary and the South Whidbey Yacht Club, what to clean up at the Lone Lake 

property but anything at the water’s edge or in the water would need further approval.   

 

Doug said he was waiting for more information from other individuals about the aquatics 

center. 

 

B. Compensation and Benefits Study – Update 

Doug said he was hoping to receive the compensation and benefits study from Prothman 

Company sometime this week.   

     

C.  Resolution 2014-08 – Fees and Charges Policy 

Joel said a fees and charges policy resolution should be in place so that the District could 

move forward even without approving each fee and charge.  Doug said staff has reviewed 

the fees in relation to other districts, schools, etc. and the fees noted are similar to those 

charges by others.  Doug said the School District and Youth Sports Associations (YSA) 

would not be charged for field use.  Mark said there was a piece of him that makes him feel 

like the District should provide park services for free and Doug said that reserving space for 

others without charging a fee is considered a gift of public funds and that is not allowed per 

MRSC.  Mark asked that the policy be updated to include the language of ‘charging for 

reserving of public space’ and he did not want a YSA or non-profit to be charged for using 

public space.  Doug stated that YSA’s and non-profits would only be charged for using 

building space more than once a month and use of the fields is free.  Joel asked that the 

resolution be added to next month’s Board meeting agenda to allow time for the policy to be 

updated and to receive a response from the commissioners of any revisions to the policy.   

 

VII. New Business 

A.  Requested Support for Whidbey-Camano Land Trust Grant Applications 

Doug said he received a request from Whidbey Camano Land Trust for the District to 

support three grant projects by writing letters in support of these projects.  The three projects 

are: the Waterman near shore acquisition, Trillium Community Forest Trailheads and the 

Glendale Shoreline Protection.  Doug said he would confirm if the letters were still needed 

and if so, they could write one letter supporting all three projects.  Mark said he was not 

opposed to supporting these projects and the other commissioners agreed.   

 

B.  Presentation – Metropolitan Park District ‘101’ 

Doug gave a presentation to the commissioners on a metropolitan park district (to be 

attached for permanent records). 

 

VIII. Adjournment   

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 p.m.   
 


